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The Director of Archives hess ro submitted Rils 1nepection
report on the records at the Map Record amd Issus 0ffice,

Survey of Indis, at Hathibarkala,Dehra Dun.

The Recordas nre stated to bhe fragile ar»d in s bad
stata of Preserv:tion, The storage conditions at their
present location are rot satisfactory. ThAds 1ls responsible
for the digintegration of old records and will in course of
time ba tha canusa of deterilorstlion of tha current recerds
also. At Hathibarkala thare i3 no arrangement for repairing
damaged reocords and the SurvewGenaral has reither sufficiant
staff nor proper equipment to take cares of the older tecords.

The D.A. racommands thnt/?wgﬁ current records {(series
¥,2,3 & §) shoild ba transferred to the N.A,I. for repairing
ard storage- He also recomnends that & senlor member of he
staff of the M.P.0. dhould &2Bo be transferred to the W.A.TI.
to dook after the Maps This gentlemhr would =@=o be
responslble for training some of. the members of tha staff of
N.A.I.iﬂararirunning thase maps. For thils purpose he has
recommandad that Mr. Sirinlibjas Nsth a'retcord keeper of the
M.P+ 0. be transferred to N.A.I.

The'D.A. hopés that this coldection of maps and charts

will aventuslly form the micleus of the divisior of Maps
and Charts which will have to be pﬁensd in the N.4.T.

Ministry of igriuultu?u_mgy,p}aas? see for remarky
in the first instance in regard to the proposed tra-sfar
of the rocords and the saervices of Mr, Sirinibas Wath
That Minlstry will have to besr the initisl cost of
transfar ete,
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The total weight of the non-current recorda(series 1,2,3 & 6,
as detalled in the D,A's/revort) willl be sbout 280 maunds and the /lIpapectin
total aprroximate exnandlture on thelr AdAeszptach ineludine rellway .
freight up to New Delhi Rly.Stetion will be ms followsi=

(1) Cost of tin lined cases _ R, 2,100-=0-C
{2) Rallway fralght Rs. 1,200==C=0
{3) Forwarding charges Rra  200=+0+0

Total P2 3 ,500--0=0

Tha ebove echarge does not inelude cost of transport from
New Delhi Railway Station.

2 Shrl Srinibas Nath whose transfer to the N.A.I. has been re-
commanded by the D.A. holds @ permsnent post of Record-Keeper(grade V)
and ily Ernsent pey is R, 70/=p.m. In the scale of %, 55-7-25(E.B.}-4~
1NE-5-130. He has renderred 28 ya~rs' service and is now 49 years of age.

d. If 1t 43 decided to transfar Skrl Nath to the National Archives .
of Indila %» look efter the recordia, tha *~rms snd conditlons Fof the
naw aprointment may kindly be irdiceted.

¥ in replying iz much recretted.
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This file deals with the transfer to NAI of a large stock '

of valusble historical maps of great importance dating back to
earlier than 1650 lodged at present In the Survey of Inda, Dehra
Dun. The Director of Archives Inspected these records and
submitted his recemmendaticns as given below:-

1. The nen-current records {( serles 1,2,2 #6 ) should be
transferred to th NAI for repairing and storage.

2, A Senior Lember of the Map HAecord Office, Dehra Dun
should be transferred to the NAI to look after the rars.
( Mr. Sirinibas Nath ).

The ¥inistry o Agricuiture to whor th~ flle was refarred for
rerarks agreed to the propnsal (1) above and asked for terrs
and eonditions of sarviee on which the Director of ;rrzhiv'ﬂﬂ was
prepared to take ar. S.Nath.

The Director of Archives has now stated that though the prop-se
transfer of records to NAI 1s most essential but thils question
i1s linked with that of additional storage space. For the present
the NAI has trained twp employeea of the Survey of India ,Dehradur
in the methods of preservatlon and repalr of maps. These persons i
will for the time being take care of the map records at Dehralun
and attend to such repair problems as may nesed immediate t.:ruatrnert..i
Thils 15 however, a temporary soluticn of the Erﬂhiem and the |
pérmaneht solution will be pusslhlei-'a_ﬁ.;r NiAl 1is provided with
atditlanal space. |

In thls connection 1t may be stated that the sxecutive

gnzineer sutmitted an estimate for Rs 41,03,448 ( Rs 21,93,828
for buildings and As 16,48,218 for samimmenk air-cmditiminﬁ 4
and wé arproached the Kinistry of Finance for a budget provision

of s 10,00,000 for econstruction of bulldings and Air=-Consition- :
ing during the year 1951-52 but the =inistry of Finance agreed
to a provision of Hs 2,50,0808 for Air-Conditioning only. Under
the circumstances it is for orders what ferther action we should 1

initiate for providing additional apace for Nil

1:5;’."."
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The Ministry of Agriculture may see motes rrﬂmm 6 ante ‘
\/Lth reference tn their note dated 7.1.50 on p 6 gnte_. In viow
of lack of storage s-ac? at the National Archives st—sresowes
the proposal of transfer te the Nati-nal Archives of a large
stock of valuable historical maps of great irportance lodged xikx
in the Survey of India, Dehra Dun, cannot be consldersd for the
time teing and will have tn walt tlll the pasition ra;ﬁrdin!
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\ NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA,
New Delhi-6, the »vd__HATCh, 1949,

Foou Dr- E-I"]--.Eﬂ. l.ﬁ.f.i'ii'l-q a.luitt-.,I{'Kﬂ-n.}:d-l'itt-:-

IMRECTOR OF ABOUIYES,
Goveryvuenr or [NDIa

.
5 I'ne Surveyor seneral of India,
vld Secretariat Bulldlﬂ“
Uelhi Civil Lines No. Z,
ve_1lh i,
B,

Kindly refer to your letter Me, 1:93/1046 dsted
the drd February 1549, I shell he at Uehra Uun in the

earlier part of April and I wonder whether you can weit
till then. If not, kindly let me know asnd I shall try to

4 come sometime in the last week of this montn,
Yours faithfully,
5'{ G N S
Director of Archives,

Government of Indis.

L8inzh/

k LTI
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y To
The Seeretary,
Miniatry of Educatlon,
Government of India.
Bny

P In econtinuetion of thie office u.0. No. D,
‘“‘“'-fa_ 1051-A/749-F dated the 4th Merch 1049, I have the
honnur to forwerd herewith ny inspection report
on the records at the Man Record and Issue Office,
Survey of India, st Hathitarkale, Dehrm Dun, for
Information and such action as the Government of
India mey see fit to take in the matter.

Yours faithfully,

Neng.
ssietent Director of Archives,
Government of Indin

Ministry of Education

A ] ~q*
1 8 JUN 1949 ;:“
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Heport on the decords of the Map Publication
Ofi1icey Survey of India, at Hathibarliala, Dehra Dun,

I visited the ..aps Publication Office (...P.0.) of the
survey of India at Hathibarkala about four iilles “rom Dehra
Din Rallway station on april 13 and 20. The purpose of my
visit was to Inspeet what the Surveyor Generalts Ofice
terms "Historical laps Collection and accords™ of the Survey
of Indlia, with a view to their continued :reservation in
good state.

Itself under the Ministry of hgriculture, the Surveyor
General's O0f 1lce lias 1ts headquarters at Delhi (0ld Secretari-

at) and four cirele offices each und=r a Director, Eastern

Cirele at Shillong with a Branch under a Deputy Director
at 12, Woed Street, Calcutta; orthern Cirecle at Karanpur,
Lehra Duny Southern Clrele at Bangalorej .nd lMap Publication
0f:ice at Hathnibarkala, The Geodetic and Research Branch
of the Survey of Indila 1is also located at Karanour. Besildes
these, there 1s the Geograuvhical Section of the General Staeffl,
which works wnder the Surveyor General.

The LP.0. as well as Ecstern Circle Ofi'lce at Calcutta
prepares maps from the cata supplied by field surveyors of
the depart ent itself, prints and sunnlies then on indent to
uwovers ant Departrents, seril-ofricial bodles, private firms
and the public on pav ent. BSpecial Extra Departmental maps
are also orinted for and sunplied to Government Departments
and others. The originals are-:filed at the ! .P.0., J
corrections ecarried out in them as and when required and fresh
conies printed when necessary. DBesides this the l.P.0U. also
does & certain amount of commercial printing. +1

Established about 1880 the M.P.0. wes located in Calcutta

until about the end of 1242 when it shifted to Dehra Dun,
stayed for a few months with the Geodetile Branch at Karanp
and came to ite own building at Hathibarkals early in 1943.
The uperatiﬁh recards of the V.P.0. with which we are

concerned here are located in room No.95 which is B88' by 56




by 21'.9" high. It 1s & well lichted, we'l wventilated

room and does not admit any direect sunlight to the records
that are xept iiside., Theo recorfs are kedpt in elither steel

or wooden almirshs which will be described later

gstafiT handling these records for nurposes of reference also
git 1in this room and there are large tables on which to
spread the maps out but the tables are not alweys large . W
ensugh. -oking is not permitted in the room. Thaore aee =
some arrangemernts for protection against fire. Tng'rg

15 not air-conditioned znd the truperzature in (@M Lun
ranges from maximury of about 108°9F in summer “to a

minimum of about 30°F. in winter. The dafly Wariation also
amounts to from 20°F to 30°F. 0 Tecolfd LoagPeen ent " the
temperature and humidity variations iIn the room. 'he place

is very damp during the rainy sezson which begins about the
midile of June and continues £1ll“early October. 1= floor
and walls become somewhat demp during thls periocd. During

the rest of the year th#&afr Js quite erism and drv. Dehra

Du. is a falrly dusty olace and there is evidence of a goad
deal of dust in the record room itself in spite of regular
manual dusting,. The Almirashs and the floor are dusted

and so are the ;i;ésud vortions of the records on the shelves,

but ins;déa;ﬁg volumes and folds of the doecw ents dust

accg;u{fﬁsiJﬁntil a particular volume oT n 41s open] which
h@pﬁﬁnqﬁvﬁr? very Iinfrequently among the "historiecal
‘_..::;',;cdi’igét'. 1on¥
- Eﬁs From physical appearsnce there are tne following cinds

lll’l" "H‘"-L.._
S
ﬁ- of recordsi=

1

&N 1. Bound volumes contailning maps. The maps are
mostly on paper, some being on tracing
cloth and some on & special type of tracing
Paper. These are mostly manuscript maps
though there are some printed ones. The maps
have in many instances been backed with cloth
though sore are unmountes. Being generally
:gdap::rg iarE; ’iiﬂ tha?e have heen folded

nto = olios" which sure

E'E" b? 1! 1om h? l""ﬂ" Ehicz.c T

2. Un'-l:-nund - an-"
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2. Unbound maps.
3+ Bound wvolumes nf records, and,
4. Kodaline prints.

The "foliles" whieh are 206 in number have been kept in
five steel al-1rahs with 13 shelves each and am five shelves
in a sizth alrirash. '"&aeh shelf has 3 to 5 volumes laid
horlzontally on each other. Th+ =zhelves measure 32' by 27.4"
hlgh.

One serles of urbound maps called " dseellaneous 0ld
Originaels" are kept horizontally in four wooden alrirahs on
shelves measuring 3' by '.7" deep and 4" nign, Tthere heine
30 shelves to each slmirah.

second set of bo nd records containing maps viz. the
Revenue Survey aps and Village Plsns (Traverses) are kept
in 27 steel almirshs with 3 shelves 1in ezch messuring 3°
by 2',.4" deern by 1.7 hlgh, The volumes are kent vertleslly.
The over-sisze Aevenue Survey records which ecould not be kebt
¥ertica ly have been plac-d 1in 143 steel almirahs horlzontally
on shelves nmea.goring the same as above only being 4" high
inste:d of 1'.7", there belng 12 shelves 1n the almirah.

The remaining unbound mapa vlz. Topographical, the
HeF.les (Blaek Print Originals of topographical maps for
which the originals no loneer exlist) and extra departmental
(of which some are in rolls) are kept in 27 steel almilrahs
and 20 wooden almirahs. These are the eurrsnt mans of the
M. P.0C.

The maps in the "folio" volumes are mostly cracking
at the folds and wery often little bilts hawve completely
disappeared; most of the maps are also wrlnikled due to not
too eareful elosing of the portfoliocs. vne end of the
folded maps has been pasted to a strip of cloth and the
blnding has been done by stitching through the c¢loth guard.
Binding 1s between boards and leather backed, not very skilled

H-‘.‘Il‘k L N ]
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worlk although in most cases the hold the manps togethrr.

Some hindings are givi way. There are sove msns which
are partlally burnt and 1t 1= bellrved they wore a1t
durin: the utiny. any of the =sns bear algns of having

becen affeect 4 by bo~kworms, but I was told that that
harpencd whils the: were 2t Caleutts. 7The presrnt renository
secms to be free fros booskwarms, slilver filsh and eocuraaches,
but the t r 1te menace 1 very serjous but 1t 1z entirely
free from rats. In order to orotect the reeords ron

termltes, the legs of tihw al ir:hs are sst in eiredlcze

vessles 11 od with solignun. ‘ormerly at Caleutita
Carbolie acld or Preay used to %t In these x=ii
vessels as a protection agalnst ter ltes. The doors the

almirahs do not elase very well and it would be yulte ezs
ifor the territes or insects to get into the shelves.

Dust certainly get= into them qulte freelyv. = inkles
mazps when dlscovered and when tne per is not too bri- By
are flattened by boing pulled stralpelit 2rnd ept under XXEXXEXL
something heavy for two or three days. ol" the ~DS,

-

however, are too brittle to ad-it of this treatr

The same remarks as above are aovrnlicable to the

alder set of the unbound mars and the fevenue J3urvey maps

and Y1llage Plens,

The non-mep records to whieh raeferenee has besen
made econslist ol lemolirs and Fleld Books wvhieh used to be

kept at Caleutta before. There is a descriptive list

whileh shows that the totsl nunber of volutmes in this

series 1s 580 of which only 342 have been trunsferred to
Denra Dun. These are bound and kept vertieall 1n steel

almirahs not closely packed and therefore inciined at an

angle. These are all msnuseript volumes snd are of

different sizes. The Paper in thiese 1s not urlfore SOmE

belng very good aguality rag vpaper and others being of a

very much inferlor gquality. They are all guite dusty and

bear evidence of borers. These recomds include sketehes, |
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involving major and skilled renair which cannot be given

thew at the H.,P,U. Leaving them thire further will undoubtedly
ensure thelr total loss. nprorided as the Hational archives
of Indla 1s to keep these speclal types »{ recordis,
gso 1 btelleve wve willl be able to take up at least the repair
worik straigitway, This o course assumes that our new
repairing machinery will be woriing without undue_deley
having been oroperly set up and equipped with personnel.
1 would therefore recommend the irmepfate trensfer to
“the ilational Archives ol India of ferilesys1,2,3 and 6 of the
records describerd above. I would alsoweednmeénd the
bringing over o one of the older aamds from the [H{.P.0. to
look after these records. A suitableéyperson will be ir.
rinibas NWath, a Gecord Keepe™ who has been in the maps
records division of the . «.». ghce 1921. He has a few
vyears'! service left to Shim, “and mayv be willing to come over
as o Jemier Technical saSsistant. Durin: the remaining years
service, he could train up some of our own men in
refer-neing theseymaps.

Ifethese map records are transferred to Iamxizkksr
the Hatispal-Archives of India the latter will have to
provide special containers for them. This colliection can
the "mui*Ycus: of the Division of lMaps and Charts whicn will
have to be opened eventually in the National Archives of India,
We can perhaps also get some falrly senior member of the

fa”.U. sta:f to organize that Division.
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